2007 Issues and Problems

International relations

1.  Japan, South Korea hold history talks
Every year, Japanese and South Korean historians begin the next phase of joint history studies. The aim is to narrow differences in their countries history books, especially concerning wartime sexual slavery issues. In June of 2007, the two sides agreed to hold to more years of discussions and then to make a report based on their talks. 

Explanation: providing relevant background, reasons, examples
Directions: Explain your views below concerning these issues.

1. The truthfulness and accuracy of Japanese history books

 
My views___________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________________

2.  Changing history books to satisfy other Asians


My views___________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________________

Your Assertion 断定:  
I really believe________________________________________________________________________

Society

 
2.  Shiseido to boost ratio of female managers to 30%

The largest cosmetic maker, Shiseido, has realized it has a problem. The ratio of male to female managers in its company was particularly low. So, it decided to double the ratio of female managers to 30% by 2013 from its current level. 70% of its 9,500 employees are women, but those at the managerial posts is at 13.7%. Shisedio will also start a planned childcare support system in April 2008 for those employees with children up to the sixth grade.  Employees can also reduce their working hours for childcare reasons.
Inference: coming up with possible solutions, alternatives based on evidence and logic.
Directions: Look at the following statements and decide on a better reply. 

Tsubasa: I think that this is all foolishness. Women want more money, not childcare. Besides, if they want women to be managers, put a label on their coat and call them managers. It is so simple.

Better reply:  
A. I think it would be better to send the women back to college to take management courses, and then have the paid holidays, child-care leave, and allow workers to go home at 5:00.




[ ]


B. You are right as always, Tsubasa. Women don’t want to be managers. It is too much stress.





[ ]


C. No, Tsubasa, women want to be managers, but only after they have given birth to their children. Women don’t care about it before they give birth to their children, everyone knows that!




[ ] 


D. Well, the public knows that men are better at giving orders than women. It is, as you said, Tsubasa, foolishness to have women as managers.

Your Assertion 断定:  

I really believe________________________________________________________________________

3.  Fears of 'made in China'
In 2007, concerns mounted about the safety of products from China. The media particularly highlighted reports concerning toothpaste which contained diethylene glycol, a chemical used in antifreeze. Previously, there had been evidence of pet food containing melamine which caused the deaths of several cats and dogs. Part of the reason is that some producers are indifferent to safety issues in the pursuit of profits. There are also problems resulting from poor regulatory programs and guidance, and a lack of resources directed at ensuring safe production. Since the discovery of melamine-tainted pet food, various countries have rejected Chinese exports of fish, shrimp, prunes, juice with unsafe color additives, baby bibs, jewelry and even the popular Thomas toy trains due to traces of lead paint. 
Validity: being supported by objective truth, logical and reasonable arguments,. Being able to recognize how truthful various statements are
Answer the statements with either true or false.
1. Chinese products are all dangerous.





[  ]

2. Mostly this problem of dangerous products comes out of poor regulation and greed.
[  ]

3. People are becoming more concerned about the safety of Chinese products. 

[  ]

4. Safety issues were highlighted with the cases of pet food and toothpaste that were made 

  in China.







[  ]

5. The Chinese do not care about safety as much as their profits.


[  ] 

Your Assertion 断定:  

I really believe________________________________________________________________________

Environmental Issues

4. Tokyo Electric Power reports 50 quake-caused problems at nuclear plant

When a powerful earthquake hit Niigata Prefecture in 2007, it greatly affected a nuclear power at Kashiwazaki-Kariwa plant. Of the problems, 50 cases of water leakage containing radioactive material, and a fire. Tokyo Electric Power said it would suspend operations.  
Skepticism: questioning claims, ideas, and values

Makoto: Japan’s nuclear power industry is very safe and it is always concerned about safety issues.

Are you skeptical about Makoto’s opinion? 


Yes [ ] No [ ] because___________________________________________________________________

Makoto: If there are any problems with nuclear power plants, the electric companies and the nuclear power plants will always tell us everything we need to know.

Are you skeptical about Makoto’s opinion? 


Yes [ ] No [ ] because___________________________________________________________________

Your Assertion 断定:  

I really believe________________________________________________________________________

Business Issues

5.  Businesses call for tax break as countermeasure to low birthrate

In order to raise the low birthrate in Japan, the Japan Chamber of Commerce and Industry adopted an appeal to the government calling for tax breaks or other preferential treatment for companies that promote child-care leave and paid holidays. The JCCI also added that the government should support companies that help employees with child care. 
Conjecture: judging whether an observation is reliable
Directions: Which conjecture do you believe in and why? If you don’t believe in any of the statements below, rewrite one that you think would be true. 

1. If companies have more time off for employees, around 20% of the workers in each company would have a child.







[  ]

2. If companies offered paid holidays, then around 10% of the workers in each company would have a child.








[  ]
3. If companies offered paid child-care leave of three months, then around 40% of all workers in a company would have a child.





[  ]
None of the above?

Revised statement: If companies_______________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________

Your Assertion 断定:  

I really believe________________________________________________________________________

Society
6. Osaka homeless evictions meet resistance
Recently a tent village of homeless people in Utsubo park in Osaka, got media attention in Japan as 600 administration officials, police officers, and riot squad moved in to clear the park for the city’s upcoming ‘International Rose Festival’. The odd blue tents that have cropped up on streets and parks all around Japan have come under even harsher attack as cities become stricter about where the homeless can stay.  

Analysis: supporting or criticizing unstated assumptions
1. Why are there more homeless people now than before?

A. Because of globalization



[ ]

B. Because of the politics of the LDP party

[ ]

C. Because of China’s increasing industrialization 
[ ]

D. Because workers are getting older and more are retired
[ ]

E. Other reasons:_________________________________
[ ]

2. What should the government do about the homeless in various Japanese cities?

A.  Nothing, it is a problem for the companies to solve.
[ ]

B.  Should start soup-kitchens and put tent cities beyond 

C.     the city limits.




[ ]

D. Should pay the homeless to stay in cheap hotels and 

have jobs cleaning the parks.


[ ]

E. Should send the homeless to the Philippines to take

care of Japanese nursing home patients.

[ ]

E. Other:_____________________________________  
[ ]
